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Line ministries that would like to feature their
highlights or achievements for May and June are
encouraged to submit their contributions before July
7th, 2023. We hope that you will enjoy reading this
issue and look forward to bringing you more updates
in the future.



=y Appointment of the Chief
Office of the Public Ser

Officer (CEQ) for the Office of the Public Service Commission (PSC). Her
new appointment is for a period of four (4) years. She is taking over as
CEO from Dr Lia Maka who retired late last year.

Mrs. Kioa joined the Office of the Public Service Commission in April 2019

as Deputy Secretary. She looked after the Oversight Division, Workfor

Development Division and Corporate Service Division. She has be
Acting CEO for PSC since October 2022.
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Before joining the Office of the Public Service Commission, Mrs. Kioa
served in various managerial roles for over fifteen (15) years in the private
sector here in Tonga and the United States. Her career started at the
National Reserve Bank of Tonga in 1994. She was Administration Manager
for the Pacific Finance Ltd group of Companies, Manager for the Tonga
Business Enterprise Centre, Acting CEO for the Tonga Chamber of
Commerce & Industries Inc., and served as a Board Director for the Tonga
Red Cross Society.

Mrs. Kioa holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree (1994) from Victoria University
of Wellington in New Zealand and a Master of Arts in International Human
Resource Management (2011) from the University of Westminster,
London, United Kingdom. She is an Associate Member of the Chartered
Institute of Personnel and Development (CIPD), London, UK since 2012.

The Public Service Commission welcomes Mrs. Victorina Kioa's
appointment as the new CEO for the Office of the Public Service
Commission and wishes her success in her term in Office.
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Appointment of the Government Statistician for the

Tonga Statistics Department

Mr. Sione Fo'iakau Lolohea of Tu'anuku, Vava'u, residing at Sopu,
Kolomotu'a, has been appointed as the new Government
Statistician for the Tonga Statistics Department. Mr. Lolohea’s
employment by Government is for a period of four (4) years,
effective T1th April 2023. He is taking over as Government
Statistician from Dr Viliami Konifelenisi Fifita who resigned last
year.

Mr. Lolohea’s career started as a Secondary Teacher at the ‘Atenisi
Istitute in February 1991 to 1996. His career in the Public Service
began in February 2002 when he was appointed as an Assistant

Graduate Teacher at the Ministry of Education. In August 2003, Mr.

Lolohea was promoted to the position of Statistician at the Tonga

Statistics Department. Since then, Mr. Lolohea has taken up
various senior positions at the Statistics Department. In
September 2008 he was promoted to the position of Senior
Statistician, in June 2015 as Principal Statistician and in June 2017
as Assistant Government Statistician. He has been the Acting
Government Statistician for the Statistics Department since
August 2022.

Mr. Lolohea holds a Master of Social Science with First Class
Honours from the University of Waikato in New Zealand (2016),
Bachelor Degree in Social Science from the ‘Atenisi University in
Tonga (1990), and another Bachelor degree in Geography,
Population and Marine Affairs from the University of the South
aciﬁc\in Fiji (2001). Mr. Lolohea also received an official Statistics
Certificate from the United Nations Statistical Institute for Asia

“jand Pacific (UNSIAP) in Japan (2005).
]
The Public Service Commission welcomes Mr. Sione Lolohea’s
appointment as the new Government Statistician for the Tonga
Statistics-Dgpartment and wishes him success in his term in




APPOINTMENT OF THE CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER FOR THE MINISTRY
OF EDUCATION

Mr. ‘Isikeli Ngalu Oko of Niutoua, Afa, Tongatapu and Tungua,
Ha'ano, Ha'apai has been appointed as the new Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) for the Ministry of Education and Training. Mr. Oko'’s
employment by Government is for a period of four (4) years,
effective on 12th April 2023. He is taking over as the new CEO
from Dr. Tangikina Moimoi Steen who completed her
employment contract last year.

Mr. Oko's career in the Public Service began in January 1986
when he was appointed as an Assistant Graduate Teacher at the
Ministry of Education and Training. In 1992, Mr. Oko was
promoted to the position of Senior Lecturer & Acting Principal for
the Niuafo'ou District High School at Niuafo'ou and in 1993 as a
Senior Lecturer & Course Coordinator for the Community
Development Training Center (CDTC) of the Ministry of Education
and Training. Since then, Mr. Oko has taken up various senior
positions at the Ministry. From the years 2000 - 2002 he was
promoted to the position of Deputy Principal of the Tonga
College ‘Atele in Tongatapu and Vava'u High School in Vava'u. In
2003, he was promoted as the Principal for ‘Eua High School for
two years, Principal for CDTC from 2006 — 2008 and Principal for
Tonga College ‘Atele from 2009 - 2011. Then in April 2011 he was
promoted to the position of Chief Education Officer, in June 2016
as Deputy CEO for the Learning and Teaching Division (Primary
Education), and in October 2021 as Deputy CEO for Learning and
Teaching Division (Secondary Education). He has been the Acting
CEO for the Ministry since November 2022.

Mr. Oko holds a Master of Public Administration from Victoria
University of Wellington in New Zealand (2008), Bachelor degree
in Agriculture from the University of the South Pacific in Fiji
(1985), and a Diploma of Teaching from the Auckland College of
Education in New Zealand (1989).

The Public Service Commission welcomes Mr. ‘Isikeli Ngalu's
appointment as the new Chief Executive Officer for the Ministry
of Education and Training and wishes him success in his term in

Office.




APPOINTMENT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
FOR THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM

Mr. Viliami ‘Alamameita Takau of Ma'ufanga, Tongatapu and
Tongoleleka, Hihifo, Ha'apai has been appointed as the new Chief
Executive Officer for the Ministry of Tourism. Mr. Takau's
employment by Government is for a period of four (4) years,
effective 13th April 2023. He is taking over as the new Chief
Executive Officer from Mr. Sione Moala - Mafi who completed his

employment contract in February this year.

Mr. Takau's career started in Dunedin, New Zealand as an
Accounting Peer Tutor at the Otago Polytechnic from 2001 to 2002,
and a House Master at the John McGlashan College in Dunedin,
New Zealand from 2005 to 2006. Then in 2007, he was employed as
a Financial Advisor for the AUSAID funded Ha'apai Outer Islands
Electrification Project in Tonga. Between the years 2003 to 2012, he
served in various managerial roles as a Department Manager for
Rebel Sports in New Zealand from 2003 — 2008 and a Manager for
Foodstuff South Island Ltd, Dunedin Branch from 2008 to 2012.

Mr. Takau returned to Tonga in 2012 and was employed as an
Assistant Group General Manager for the Pacific Retail Ltd in

Tonga, a General Manager for the Leiola Group Ltd in Tonga from
2012 to 2013, General Manager for HR & Corporate Services of the
Pacific Finance & Investment Ltd in Tonga from 2013 to 2014. He
joined the Tonga Chamber of Commerce & Industry Inc. as their

Chief Executive Officer, and in 2016 became a Director of the Tonga
Transport Boards (Tonga Airport Ltd, Ports Authority Tonga and
Friendly Islands Shipping Agency Ltd) and later became Chief

Executive Officer of the Friendly Islands Shipping Agency Ltd. His
most recent role was General Manager for the Tonga Tourism

Authority from June 2021.

Mr. Takau holds a Master’s Degree in Entrepreneurship and a
Bachelor of Commerce in Accounting from the University of Otago
in Dunedin, New Zealand. He also holds a New Zealand Institute of

Management Diploma in Management and a NZ Diploma in
Business from Otago Polytechnic.

The Public Service Commission welcomes Mr. Viliami Takau's
appointment as the new Chief Executive Officer for the Ministry of
Tourism and wishes him success in his term in Office.
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