










 

 

 

15TH SPC HEADS OF FISHERIES MEETING: MARCH 20TH – 24TH, 2023 

(Noumea, New Caledonia, March 20th – 24th, 2023) 

The Heads of Fisheries Meeting is held annually and hosted by SPC Headquarters in Noumea; hence this year marks the 

15th Heads of Fisheries Meeting and other related project meetings.  The purpose of this annual meeting is to provide an 

oversight of all SPC’s work in the field of fisheries and aquaculture, as well as an opportunity to discuss relevant topics 

of regional interest.  It covers SPC’s Oceanic and Coastal Fisheries and Aquaculture Programmes, and Directors Office 

which collectively forms the Fisheries, Aquaculture and Marine Ecosystem Division (FAME).   

Tonga delivered its country statement on the impacts of Climate Change and COVID-19 with its current and planned 

national activities/initiatives that are underway to manage and adapt to the impacts of climate change on its fisheries and 

aquaculture. Special Management Area programs, FAD projects, aquaculture, diversification (development of giant 

squid fisheries) are amongst activities/initiatives currently implemented. 

The Tonga delegation is headed by the CEO for the Ministry of Fisheries, Dr. Tu’ikolongahau Halafihi with Mr. Poasi 

Ngaluafe (Deputy CEO-Fisheries Science), Dr. Siola’a Malimali (Deputy CEO-Fisheries Management), Mr. Martin 

Finau (Head of Section-Aquaculture) and Ms. Sela Kioa (Fisheries Science Lead).  Tonga wishes to express gratitude for 

the continuing support and assistance from SPC and development partners such as World Bank, New Zealand, FAO, 

FFA, ACIAR and others.  We hope that we will continue to maintain strong partnerships in the future as we continue to 

work collaboratively.   

 

 

 

 

 

L-R: Poasi Ngaluafe, Dr. Siola’a 

Malimali,  

Dr. Tu’ikolongahau Halafihi(CEO), 

Martin Finau, Sela Kioa 

FISH AGGREGATING DEVICE (FAD) CON-

SULTATION - TONGATAPU 

[Basilica, Nuku’alofa, Tongatapu , March 29, 2023] 

The Ministry of Fisheries conducted a consultation 

with fisheries stakeholders on the 29 March, 2023 

in the Basilica conference room. The Fisheries 

Management and Development Division led this 

consultation just as they conducted in ‘Eua, 

Ha’apai and Vava’u in the past months. Stakehold-

ers involved in these consultations were representa-

tives from all SMA communities, National Fisher-

ies Council and Snapper License holders, who are 

consistently conducted trolling fishing.  

The main objectives of this consultation were to in-

form stakeholders of all objectives and manage-

ment measures within the FAD management plan. 

The development of this new management plan is 

the Ministry’s  



effort to ensure that our fishing activities are ecologically and economically sustainable and will enhance food 

security and improve livelihoods of the Tongan people. 

The Kingdom of Tonga has had an adhoc FAD programme for many years, with the first FADs deployed by 

Fisheries in the early 1980s. Currently, MoF is deploying FADs to promote offshore fishing as an alternative 

fishing ground for coastal fishers (as part of the Special Management Area (SMA) programme), and to support 

the fisheries disaster response following the Hunga-Tonga Hunga-Ha’apai (HT-HH) volcanic eruption and 

tsunami. Local sportfishing groups have and continue to deploy anchored FADs for their specific use. There is 

currently an estimated 9 anchored FADs deployed in Tongan waters. 

  

 

REMOTE SATELLITE AND FIELD MONITORING WORKSHOP 

[Sopu, Tongatapu, March 28 – 31, 2023] 

The Vava’u Environment Protection Association (VEPA) held  4 days of workshop with the Fisheries Science Division staff at the Ministry of 

Fisheries office in Sopu from March 28- 31, 2023. This workshop and training was conducted and fully supported by the Waitt Foundation and 

Waitt Institute with Jennifer Lemmos from the University of Queensland, Dr Chris Roselfsema, Meredith Roe and Ms. Karen Stone from VEPA 

providing the Ministry of Fisheries with the capacity and skills to advance survey methodology through remote satellite. 

The main purpose of this workshop was to enhance skills and knowledge on mapping and field data, and recording changes to the intertidal 

mudflats and near shore reef coast. This training includedskills-based learning of the mapping software QGIS and utilizing satellite images 

before and after the volcanic eruption and tsunami of Jan 15, 2022. They also conducted field work to enhance participants’ understanding of 

the collection of benthic habitat data and extracting mapping data for management and research purposes. A demonstration on using drones 

for small scale mapping was also performed as part of the training. 



TONGAFISH PROJECT SUPPLIES MINISTRY OF FISHERIES WITH VEHICLE, DRONES AND TABLETS 

[Sopu, Tongatapu, 13 March, 2023] 

The Tongafish Project, funded by the World Bank, gladly handed over to the Ministry of Fish-

eries a supply of vehicle 

and equipment to em-

power the Ministry and 

advance their perfor-

mance in certain areas. 

The vehicle and equip-

ment supplies were 

handed over by the 

World Bank Task Team 

leader, Nina Doetinchem 

and Project Coordinator 

George Vete to the CEO of the Ministry, Dr. Tu’ikolongahau Halafihi. The goods included a 

Compliance 4 Wheel Drive vehicle to be used by the Ministry of Fisheries in Ha’apai for their 

compliance activities. Along 

with the vehicle were 4 un-

manned aircraft vessels 

(drones), to support with 

monitoring and surveillance of 

the Fisheries Compliance Divi-

sion. To add on, 10 creel sur-

vey tablets were also awarded 

to the Fisheries Science Divi-

sion to assist with monitoring 

of fish catch and where multi-

ple fish species can be cap-

tured at one time. These tab-

lets will build the capacity of 

Fisheries Science and its re-

spective staff in this area. 

 

 

 



 

Special Projects in Vava’u 
Mt. Talau 

On Tuesday 21 of February, the contractor began their work on the stairway at Mt. Talau 

 

Veimumuni Cave 

Constructing a retaining wall at Veimumuni Cave has been completed. 

 

Nuku Island 

A new bathroom was constructed at Nuku island. The island is often enjoyed by foreign and local visitors for picnics 

and leisure activities . 

 

Ministry of Tourism Highlights  
March Issue 



Maintaining of Tourism sites & Signages 
The beautification team continues with their daily works of maintaining the tourism sites. The team also mowed the 

lawn around the village signages from Faleloa to Pangai and along the Holopeka road. 

 

Conservation Project at Heketa Heritage Site, Niutoua 

 

The Culture and Heritage Division, led by the World Heritage Unit conducted a five-day conservation project at Heketa 

heritage site. The Heketa heritage site is one of the Tu'I Tonga’s royal settlements located at Niutoua. This site is a well-

known tourist attraction because of the Ha’amonga Trilithon and Maka Faakinanga. The conservation project carried 

out consisted of cleaning up the undergrowth and unwanted vegetation around the site including conservational work 

for the back compound of the Langi Heketa. The World Heritage Unit will work in cooperation with members from the 

Niutoua community to maintain the grounds. The conservation project began on the 20th of March to the 25th of 

March.  

Revitalization Project: Kupesi making 

The Culture and Heritage Division plans to implement a re-

vitalization project on the community based Inventory pro-

ject. This will feature a revitalization of Kupesi making. The 

project aims to revive traditional practices as such  and en-

sure it is passed on to the next generation. This project 

proposal has been submitted to donor partners and awaits 

confirmation of funding. Meanwhile, preparations for the 

project implementation are ongoing.  



 The Culture and Heritage Division looks to implement a UNESCO funded project aimed at Capacity building for the 

safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) in emergencies in small developing states in the Pacific and Caribbe-

an. Led by the Intangible Cultural Heritage Unit, the project aims to support villagers from Kanokupolu and ‘Atata, two 

of the most vulnerable and affected settlements in the recent Hunga Tonga Hunga Ha’apai volcanic eruption and tsuna-

mi catastrophe. A project proposal has been submitted to UNESCO and awaits confirmation of funding. The project will 

target communities at risk of natural disasters and ensure capacity building to safeguard intangible cultural heritage 

that may be at risk during national emergencies. Upon confirmation of funding, the Culture and Heritage Division will 

carry out this project accordingly. 

Seatrade Cruise Global 2023 

 

UNESCO Funded project: Capacity building 

for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage 

in emergencies for small Island Developing 

States in the Pacific and the Caribbean 

On Thursday 30th of March, the Acting CEO for 

Tourism, Mrs. Pulupaki Ika was at the Tonga 

National Museum to warmly welcomed the Re-

public of Germany’s Special Envoy for the Pa-

cific Islands, Her Excellency, Ms. Beate Grzeki. 

Her Excellency was invited to view the muse-

um’s collection of our cultural wealth and arti-

facts; with discussions of possible future collab-

orations alongside cultural institutions in Ger-

many.  

Republic of Germany’s Special Envoy for the Pacific Islands visited the National Museum 

The Seatrade Cruise Global 2023 was attended by the Tongan delegation at Fort Lauderdale Florida from the 27th 

– 30th of March 2023. The Tongan delegates met with various cruise liners to discuss future opportunities for 

cruise ships in Tonga. An additional 10 cruise liners have been confirmed to visit Tonga, 5 of which will be Maiden 

Calls. 



Meeting of the Community of Practice for Sustainable and Regenerative 

Tourism 

 

The Director of the Industry Empowerment Division, Mrs. Magdalena Fifita attended the Meeting of the Local2030 Is-

lands Network Data for Climate Resilience Community of Practice and Sustainable and Regenerative Tourism Communi-

ty of Practice in Hawaii on the 2nd – 6th of April 2023. The meeting is hosted by the Local2030 Islands Network in part-

nership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and Pacific Risk Management ‘Ohana 

(PRiMO). 

The Communities of Practice aim to provide space for Island leaders, practitioners, and technical experts to share best 

practices and lessons learned, receive technical training, and exchange knowledge and unique island experiences in a 

collaborative, peer-to-peer forum. 

Ha’apai Welcomed its First Cruise Ship Hanseatic Nature 

 

The Hanseatic Nature arrived in Ha’apai and docked near Uoleva island. The Cruise ship is the first to have visited 

Ha’apai this year since  the COVID-19 pandemic, and also to have stopped over in Vava’u and Tongatapu. The Governor 

of Ha’apai, Dr. Pita Faiva Taufatofua presented a gift of good will to the captain of the Hanseatic Nature upon arrival. 

 

 

 



 

36th Council of Pacific Arts 

The 36th Council of Pacific Arts and Culture was 

held from the 13-17 March, 2023 at East West 

Centre, Honolulu, Hawaii. 27 countries across the 

Pacific were present. The primary purpose of this 

meeting was to confirm logistic support and the 

relevant arrangements for the upcoming 13th 

Festival of Pacific Arts and Culture with the 

theme Regenerating Oceania (HO’OULU LAHUI). 

April Issue 

Easter Choral Evening 

The Easter Choral Night Festival was held on 

Wednesday 5th of April at Queen Salote Memori-

al Hall. The theme of this joyous event was 

"Christ's Victory at the Cross" which aspired to 

emphasize 'what we celebrated then is what we 

continue to celebrate today- “Christ's risen from 

the dead” representing the literal meaning of East-

er and the true spirit of celebration here in Tonga. 

We were fortunate to have the presence of Prince 

Taufa'ahau Manumataongo, Princess Halaevalu 

Mata'aho and Princess Nanasipau'u Eliana, who 

were the guests of honors. Among other guests 

who attended the program were Deputy Prime 

Minister, Hon. Samiu Kuita Vaipulu and his wife, 

Hon. Fekitamoeloa Katoa ‘Utoikamanu, Minister 

for Tourism, foreign dignitaries, principles of the 

invited schools, parents and the community as a 

whole.  

The program featured live brass bands from five 

secondary schools: Tailulu College, St. Andrews 

High School, 'Apifo'ou College, Tonga College 

and Lavengamalie Christian School. A special 

item was performed by Ms. 'Atolomake Helu and 

Mr. Siaosi Lomu.  

The Ministry would like to acknowledge the prin-

ciples of the school who took part in this event for 

their ongoing support. It is our sincere hope that 

with the many challenges we have faced as a na-

tion and people, such an occasion will uplift and 

revitalize our energies and spirits for the great 

journey ahead. 



Welcoming of the New CEO for Tourism 

Mr. Viliami Takau was appointed as the new Chief Executive Officer for the Ministry of 

Tourism. He resumed office on Wednesday 12 April. Mr. Takau was the former General 

Manager for the Tonga Tourism Authority.  

Having worked in several corporate and financial institutions, Mr Takau has significant 

experience including with Tonga’s Chamber of Commerce & Industry and as a Director of 

the Tonga Transport Board (Tonga Airport Ltd, Ports Authority Tonga and Friendly Is-

lands Shipping Agency Ltd). A welcoming program was held on Monday 17 at the Minis-

try of Tourism. The program was joined by Hon. Fatafehi ‘o Lapaha Tuita, Hon 

Fekitamoeloa 'Utoikamanu, Mr. Viliami Takau's family, President of the Tonga Tourism 

Association, Mr. Siosaia Moehau and board representative Simana Kami. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traditional Tongan Dance Class 

The Culture and Heritage Division of the Ministry began its Traditional Tongan Dance Classes for this year on Tuesday 

11 April at Queen Salote Memorial Hall. With the purpose to encourage the preservation of our traditional dances for the 

generations. The classes are delivered by the Culture and Heritage Performing Arts Instructor Mr. Kotoni Siale and as-

sisted by the Ministry's staff.Similar to the previous dance classes, the sessions are available for both boys and girls with-

in the ages of 5 years old right through to the high school ages of 15 and above. The children are initially taught the ba-

sics of traditional dancing to start and from there they ultimately go on to perform two items finishing off with a com-

bined Ma'ulu'ulu. The classes will come to an end on the 1st of June with a dance recital and perform the big finale on 

June 2nd where the children will showcase the traditional dances learnt.  



 

Tonga Statistics Department 

Newsletter: March – April 2023 

International Women’s Day (IWD) March 8th 2023 

Tonga Statistics Department joined the celebration of the International Women’s Day with all the Tongan women today at the 

Queen Salote Memorial Hall. The theme for this year is “DigitALL: Innovation and Technology for Gender Equality”.  

 

We showcased the digital transformation of data collection, which we first used pen and paper (PAPI) before we up-
graded to the computer-Assisted Personal Interview (CAPI) format in 2016. The latest development was in 2022, where 
telephone was used for data collection also known as Computer-Assisted Telephonic Interview (CATI) method.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We attest to the theme of this year’s International Women’s Day and its importance through our digital transformation. 



Technical R Training for LNOB Analysis in Tonga (March 10th 2023) 

 

Participants from various ministries at the opening of the Leave No One Behind Technical R-Training 

In collaboration with the Tonga Statistics Department (TSD) and the United Nations Resident Coordinator Office (RCO), Tonga host-

ed its first face-to-face Technical R-Training on Leave No One Behind (LNOB) from March 8-9, 2023. The training, led by Mr. Se-

lahattin Selsah Pasali and Ms. Sejal Surendra Sood from the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN-

ESCAP), took place in Nuku’alofa, Tonga. 

The LNOB platform is a user-friendly tool developed by the UN-ESCAP to improve the understanding of how different circumstanc-

es intersect and create inequalities in access to basic opportunities covered by the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The 

primary aim of this statistical training was to enhance national capacities in building the evidence base for developing policies that 

reduce inequality of opportunity and accelerate the implementation of the SDGs, ensuring that everyone is included.  

Retirement of the Assistant Government Statistician (AGS) (March 21st 2023)  

On March 21st 2023 the Tonga Statistics Department held a farewell cere-

mony for the retirement of the Assistant Government Statistician Mrs Ma-

sivailo Kauvaka Masila of Makavae Vavaú and Fahefa Tongatapu. And the 

resignation of Mrs Ana Kuliha’apai a Senior Statistical Assistant. 

 Mrs Masila has served in different high positions within the department 

such as being Acting Government Statistician from Dec 2015-July 2016 

after the retirement of the former Government Statistician then Mr Ataata 

Finau. On September 13th 2019 Masivailo Masila was appointed as Assis-

tant Government Statistician (AGS) until her retirement with a total of 21 

years of service for the Tonga Statistics Department and Government of 

Tonga. We thank Mrs Masila for service and dedication and wishes her 

well on her retirement. 

The department also farewell Mrs Ana Kuliha’apai of Tu’anuku Vavau, Ka-

houa Tongatapu. Mrs Kulihaapai a Senior Statistical Assistant has served in 

the Department for 26 years until her resignation to move with her family 

overseas. We thank Mrs Kulihaaapi for her service over the years and wish-

es her well with her family. 



 

AGS Masivailo Masila and Ana Kulihaapai with their families and the Economics Team. 

Appointment of the Tonga Statistics Department (April 11th 2023) 

On 11th April 2023, Mr. Sione Fo’i’akau Lolohea of Tu’anuku, Vava’u, was appointed as the new Government Statistician for the 

Tonga Statistics Department, effective on the 

same day. 

Over the years, Mr. Lolohea was promoted to 

various senior positions within the Tonga Sta-

tistics Department, including Senior Statisti-

cian and Principal Statistician. Mr. Lolohea 

has been serving as an Assistant Government 

Statistician since 2017. Since the departure of 

the former Government Statistician in August 

2022, Mr. Lolohea has been serving as the 

Acting Government Statistician until his ap-

pointment.  

On 12th April 2023, the Hon. Hu’akavameiliku, 

the Prime Minister and Minister for Tonga 

Statistics Department, joined the staff in the 

TSD office for a prayer service in congratu-

lating Mr. Sione Lolohea and extending well 

wishes for his successful four-year term in 

office. 

After the signing of the Government Statistician’s contract; Government Statistician 

Lolohea, Hon. Prime Minister & Chairman of the Commission. (11April 2023) 

The CEO and 

Government 

Statistician 

for Tonga 

Statistics 

Department 

Mr Sione F 

Lolohea and 

staff 



Economic Impact survey (14th April 2023) 

Tourism is a significant contributor to Tonga's economy, with a focus on ecotourism, adventure tourism, and cultural tourism. The 

cruise industry has also become increasingly important to the sector, with several cruise lines visiting the country's port each year. 

To better understand the impact of this industry, the Tonga Statistics Department conducted a survey at Vuna Wharf, gathering 

information on travelers' profiles, expenses, and opinions. On April 14th 2023, the department held its third cruise ship passengers’ 

economic impact survey coinciding with the Celebrity Eclipses visit to Vuna Wharf. This was the ship's second visit to Tonga, bring-

ing over 3000 passengers. We would like to express our gratitude to the Ministry of Tourism, Tonga Tourism Authority, and Ports 

Authority Tonga for their assistance and continuous support in making this survey a success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Honorable 

Prime Minister 

Hu’akavameiliku 

with the new ap-

pointed Govern-

ment Statistician 

and staff after the 

morning prayer in 

the Tonga Statistics 

Department 









 

 

 
2-24 February 2023 Kupesi Hotel, Fua'amotu  
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Focal Officer for Tonga, presenting to the 
Nukunuku kainga on the TNCPP. Also in 
the picture is Mrs. Betty Blake       

             
   

Below: The Consultation Team during 
their radio talk back shows on 87.5FM and 
Kele'a Voice FM, where public raised 
raised concerns regarding 

 

Consultation with the Tonga National Youth Congress. Pictured above is Ms. 

‘Eleni Mone, directing youth to participate in the group activities. Also pic-

tured here is Ms. Dorothy Fau’onuku from UNICEFF, Ms. ‘Ana L. 

Laulaupea’alu from MOJ and Mr. Viliami Folaumahina from Save the Chil-

dren Australia  

 

 

The Tonga National Child Protection Policy Committee is chaired by 

the CEO of the Ministry of Justice, Mrs. Temaleti Manakovi Aleamotu’a 

Pahulu. LLPD legal officer, Ms. ‘Ana L. Laulaupea’alu is the Commit-

tee’s secretariat. The Committee members include, but is not limited 

to, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Police, Attor-

ney General’s Office, Ministry of Internal Affairs, The Committee has 

completed consultation on the TNCPP, which saw consultations with 

the outer islands and all the villages in Tongatapu. During the 

months of Jan Feb, the Committee's Consultation Team held suc-

cessful consultation sessions with both public members, radio audi-

ences and youth groups.. 







PERFORMANCE DEVELOPMENT 

DIVISION  

Major Achievement for March - April 2023 

Key Activities for the month of 

March 2023 

 Due date for Submission of Line 

Ministries PMS MYR  Results for 

2022/23 FY on 03 March 2023. 

 Completion of OMC Directions 

and APRA for PMS Results for 

2021/22 FY on 24 March 2023. 

 Submission of PMS Results for 

2021/22 FY and approval from 

Cabinet on 31 March 2023. 

Next Month Activities 

 Dissemination of Quarterly Reports 

for Both Quarter two (2) three (3)  

 Reconciliation and Finalization of 

PMS MYR Results for 2022/23. 

 PMS Work Attachment for new 

PMS Managers  

 Dissemination of Workplan for        

Tonga’s Public Service Month  

Key Activities for the month of 

April 2023 

 Submission of PMS Results for 

2021/22 FY to Finance on 06 April 

2023. 

 Continuous reconciliation of LMs 

PMS MYR Results via email by the 

PMS Team with responsible PMS    

Managers.  

 Submission of Line Ministries 

PMS Quarterly Report for      

Quarter three (3) deadline on 19 

April 2023. 

 Analysis of LMs PMS Quarterly 

Report for Quarter three (3).  

Contact Us: 

pms@psc.gov.to    

OR call us 7400316 














