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(Noumea, New Caledonia, March 20th ï 24th, 2023) 

The Heads of Fisheries Meeting is held annually and hosted by SPC Headquarters in Noumea; hence this year marks the 

15th Heads of Fisheries Meeting and other related project meetings.  The purpose of this annual meeting is to provide an 

oversight of all SPCôs work in the field of fisheries and aquaculture, as well as an opportunity to discuss relevant topics 

of regional interest.  It covers SPCôs Oceanic and Coastal Fisheries and Aquaculture Programmes, and Directors Office 

which collectively forms the Fisheries, Aquaculture and Marine Ecosystem Division (FAME).   

Tonga delivered its country statement on the impacts of Climate Change and COVID-19 with its current and planned 

national activities/initiatives that are underway to manage and adapt to the impacts of climate change on its fisheries and 

aquaculture. Special Management Area programs, FAD projects, aquaculture, diversification (development of giant 

squid fisheries) are amongst activities/initiatives currently implemented. 

The Tonga delegation is headed by the CEO for the Ministry of Fisheries, Dr. Tuôikolongahau Halafihi with Mr. Poasi 

Ngaluafe (Deputy CEO-Fisheries Science), Dr. Siolaôa Malimali (Deputy CEO-Fisheries Management), Mr. Martin 

Finau (Head of Section-Aquaculture) and Ms. Sela Kioa (Fisheries Science Lead).  Tonga wishes to express gratitude for 

the continuing support and assistance from SPC and development partners such as World Bank, New Zealand, FAO, 

FFA, ACIAR and others.  We hope that we will continue to maintain strong partnerships in the future as we continue to 

work collaboratively.   
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ώ.ŀǎƛƭƛŎŀΣ bǳƪǳΩŀƭƻŦŀΣ ¢ƻƴƎŀǘŀǇǳ Σ aŀǊŎƘ нфΣ нлноϐ 

The Ministry of Fisheries conducted a consultation 

with fisheries stakeholders on the 29 March, 2023 

in the Basilica conference room. The Fisheries 

Management and Development Division led this 

consultation just as they conducted in óEua, 

Haôapai and Vavaôu in the past months. Stakehold-

ers involved in these consultations were representa-

tives from all SMA communities, National Fisher-

ies Council and Snapper License holders, who are 

consistently conducted trolling fishing.  

The main objectives of this consultation were to in-

form stakeholders of all objectives and manage-

ment measures within the FAD management plan. 

The development of this new management plan is 

the Ministryôs  



effort to ensure that our fishing activities are ecologically and economically sustainable and will enhance food 

security and improve livelihoods of the Tongan people. 

The Kingdom of Tonga has had an adhoc FAD programme for many years, with the first FADs deployed by 

Fisheries in the early 1980s. Currently, MoF is deploying FADs to promote offshore fishing as an alternative 

fishing ground for coastal fishers (as part of the Special Management Area (SMA) programme), and to support 

the fisheries disaster response following the Hunga-Tonga Hunga-Haôapai (HT-HH) volcanic eruption and 

tsunami. Local sportfishing groups have and continue to deploy anchored FADs for their specific use. There is 

currently an estimated 9 anchored FADs deployed in Tongan waters. 

  

 

1$,.3$ɯ2 3$++(3$ɯ -#ɯ%($+#ɯ,.-(3.1(-&ɯ6.1*2'./ 

ώ{ƻǇǳΣ ¢ƻƴƎŀǘŀǇǳΣ aŀǊŎƘ ну ς омΣ нлноϐ 

¢ƘŜ ±ŀǾŀΩǳ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ tǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ό±9t!ύ ƘŜƭŘ  п Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀũ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 

CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŶŎŜ ƛƴ {ƻǇǳ ŦǊƻƳ aŀǊŎƘ ну- омΣ нлноΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƛǧ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

²ŀƛǧ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ [ŜƳƳƻǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΣ 5Ǌ /ƘǊƛǎ wƻǎŜƭŦǎŜƳŀΣ aŜǊŜŘƛǘƘ wƻŜ ŀƴŘ aǎΦ YŀǊŜƴ {ǘƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ±9t! 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ǎŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻƴ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŬŜƭŘ ŘŀǘŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǝŘŀƭ 

ƳǳŘƅŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǊ ǎƘƻǊŜ ǊŜŜŦ ŎƻŀǎǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘǎƪƛƭƭǎ-ōŀǎŜŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǎƻƊǿŀǊŜ vDL{ ŀƴŘ ǳǝƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǎŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭŎŀƴƛŎ ŜǊǳǇǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǎǳƴŀƳƛ ƻŦ Wŀƴ мрΣ нлннΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŬŜƭŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ōŜƴǘƘƛŎ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǝƴƎ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ ! ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŘǊƻƴŜǎ 

ŦƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ 



3.-& %(2'ɯ/1.)$"3ɯ24//+($2ɯ,(-(2318ɯ.%ɯ%(2'$1($2ɯ6(3'ɯ5$'("+$Ȯɯ#1.-$2ɯ -#ɯ3 !+$32 

ώ{ƻǇǳΣ ¢ƻƴƎŀǘŀǇǳΣ мо aŀǊŎƘΣ нлноϐ 

¢ƘŜ ¢ƻƴƎŀŬǎƘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀƴƪΣ ƎƭŀŘƭȅ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ CƛǎƘπ

ŜǊƛŜǎ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ 

ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƳπ

ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊπ

ƳŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǇπ

ƳŜƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀƴƪ ¢ŀǎƪ ¢ŜŀƳ 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ bƛƴŀ 5ƻŜǝƴŎƘŜƳ 

ŀƴŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 

DŜƻǊƎŜ ±ŜǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /9h ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ 5ǊΦ ¢ǳΩƛƪƻƭƻƴƎŀƘŀǳ IŀƭŀŬƘƛΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƻƻŘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ 

/ƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ п ²ƘŜŜƭ 5ǊƛǾŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ IŀΩŀǇŀƛ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ !ƭƻƴƎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ п ǳƴπ

ƳŀƴƴŜŘ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ 

όŘǊƻƴŜǎύΣ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ /ƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ 5ƛǾƛπ

ǎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƻ ŀŘŘ ƻƴΣ мл ŎǊŜŜƭ ǎǳǊπ

ǾŜȅ ǘŀōƭŜǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 5ƛǾƛπ

ǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ 

ƻŦ ŬǎƘ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴǳƭǝπ

ǇƭŜ ŬǎƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎŀǇπ

ǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ǝƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘŀōπ

ƭŜǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǊŜπ

ǎǇŜŎǝǾŜ ǎǘŀũ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

 

 

 



 

3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÉÎ 6ÁÖÁȭÕ 
-ÔȢ 4ÁÌÁÕ 

hƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ нм ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƛǊǿŀȅ ŀǘ aǘΦ ¢ŀƭŀǳ 

 

6ÅÉÍÕÍÕÎÉ #ÁÖÅ 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƴƎ ŀ ǊŜǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿŀƭƭ ŀǘ ±ŜƛƳǳƳǳƴƛ /ŀǾŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΦ 

 

.ÕËÕ )ÓÌÁÎÄ 

! ƴŜǿ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ bǳƪǳ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƻƊŜƴ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǇƛŎƴƛŎǎ 

ŀƴŘ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ Φ 

 

,ÐÕÐÚÛÙàɯÖÍɯ3ÖÜÙÐÚÔɯ'ÐÎÏÓÐÎÏÛÚɯ 
,ÈÙÊÏɯ(ÚÚÜÌ 



-ÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ ÓÉÔÅÓ Ǫ 3ÉÇÎÁÇÅÓ 
¢ƘŜ ōŜŀǳǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ ǘŜŀƳ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ ƳƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ƭŀǿƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ CŀƭŜƭƻŀ ǘƻ tŀƴƎŀƛ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻǇŜƪŀ ǊƻŀŘΦ 

 

#ÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÁÔ (ÅËÅÔÁ (ÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ 3ÉÔÅȟ .ÉÕÔÏÕÁ 

 

¢ƘŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ¦ƴƛǘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀ ŬǾŜ-Řŀȅ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǘ IŜƪŜǘŀ 

ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǎƛǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ IŜƪŜǘŀ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳϥL ¢ƻƴƎŀΩǎ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ǎŜǧƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ bƛǳǘƻǳŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-

ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ŀǧǊŀŎǝƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŀΩŀƳƻƴƎŀ ¢ǊƛƭƛǘƘƻƴ ŀƴŘ aŀƪŀ CŀŀƪƛƴŀƴƎŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ 

ƻǳǘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǝƻƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴƎƛ IŜƪŜǘŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ¦ƴƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

bƛǳǘƻǳŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нлǘƘ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нрǘƘ ƻŦ 

aŀǊŎƘΦ  

2ÅÖÉÔÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔȡ +ÕÐÅÓÉ ÍÁËÉÎÇ 

¢ƘŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀ ǊŜπ

ǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōŀǎŜŘ LƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ǇǊƻπ

ƧŜŎǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŀ ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ YǳǇŜǎƛ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛǾŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ  ŀƴŘ Ŝƴπ

ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻƴƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀƛǘǎ 

ŎƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΦ aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎΦ  


